However, Charles was a master of the pawn game, and a
good deal of his shifting about was directed to a purpose
which was not immediately apparent to the ordinary
player.

"Give them rope enough and they will hang them-
selves/* he said cheerfully of his opponents, and his seem-
ingly inept moves were intended only to encourage them
to expose themselves by a rash attack.

He could stave off the Exclusion Bill with his power to
adjourn Parliament, but he could not so easily check the
growing agitation that he declare Monmouth his heir. The
Shaf tesbury group spread a rumour that proof of Charles'
marriage to Lucy Walter was actually in existence. The
papers were supposed to rest in a mysterious black box,
and the leaders of the Opposition offered to produce such
documents if the King would only agree to recognize them
as genuine. Instead of yielding to the temptation of legiti-
mizing his favourite child, Charles called the Privy Coun-
cil to hear his solemn, sworn declaration that he had never
been married or promised to any woman save Queen Cath-
erine* The statement was duly published to the world in
the Gazette. Still the faction continued its efforts on be-
half of Monmouth* One pamphleteer cast some sly reflec-
tions on the accuracy of his Majesty's memory.

" It is possible/* he wrote, '* for princes, especially such
as have accompanied with many women, to have weak
memories and to forget upon what terms they contracted
their first friendships with them* For, finding how their
familiarity arose with others of that sex, they may grow by
degrees into a kind of persuasion that their interest in all
was established upon no better terms* Or, if they should
not be supposed so forgetful as this amounts unto, yet the
love of change may make them stifle their knowledge,
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